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PS I have not the Honour to be 
A a Member of the Upper Houſe 
of Parliament, ſo I do not pre- 
SOME {ume to know what is doing 
there; but claim the Privilege of a free- 
born Engliſhman, to ſpeak or write my 
Mind impartially and openly, upon any 
Propoſition in which I conceive my 
own or my Country's Liberties are con- 
cerned, v hilſt there is no Law to forbid 
me; and much more ſo, when what I 
have to ſay is in vind ication of the Laws 
and Conſtitution in being 
The common Subject of popular Diſ- 
courſe, is concerning a Project ſaid to 

e in agitation, which is to give the 
King Power to create Twenty Five Scotch 
Peers to fit in their own Right in Par- 
liament, in lieu of the Sixteen who 
VOY | are 
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are to be elected by the Peerage there; 
and after the Creation of Six more 
for Great Britain, the Prerogative of ma- 
king any further Creations is to be ta- 
ken from the Crown, unleſs upon the 
Extinction of the Families in Poſſeſſion 
of the Peerage. 

Now I am free to own that I think. 
ſuch a Law would be fatal to the Mo- 
narchy, and the Liberties of the Peo- 
nle, and make our Government Ariſto- 
cratical, without the outward Appea- 
rances of it, or the Regulations which. 
are peculiar and eſſential to that fort 
of Dominion; and conſequently it will 
reduce us to the worlt Sort of Oli- 
Loi de it ard A en 
” Our preſent Conſtitution conſiſts of 
the King, the Peers who act in their 
own Right, and the Repreſentatives of 
the People. In the Union and Agree- 
ment of theſe conſtituent Parts conſiſts 
our Goyernment : If they differ irre- 
concileably, there is an actual PDiſſolu- 
tion of it without any Remedy but the 
laſt. And ſince it's impoſſible, in the 


nature of human Affairs, but Mens Q- 


pinions and Intereſts will often vary and 


Claſh ; therefore the Inſtitutors of this 


Species of Monarchy haye contrived ic 


proper a Ballance of Power het een the 


ſeveral 


LE?) 
ſevetal Parts of it, that each State can 
give ſome check to both the other; and 
two concurring, have always the Means 


in their power to bring the third to Rea- 


ſon without recurring to Force, which 
diſſolves the Government. 
If the King had the Prerogative of rai- 
ſing Money, and could protect the In- 
ftruments of unlawful Power, it's evi- 
dent the Monarchy would be abſolute ; 
but that Privilege remaining in the Peo- 
ple, the Crown mult often recur to their 
Aſſiſtance, and then they always have it 
in their power to do themſelves right: 
Which 9 the Miniſtry in perpetual 
Dependance and A pprehenſion. 
On the other ſide, if the Houſe of 
Commons was fixed and indiſſolvable, 
the Government would ſoon devolve into 
an ill- contrived Democracy, and the 
Crown would have no Remedy but Ac- 
uieſcence or Force, Such a Body of 
would ſoon find and feel their own 
Strength, and 'always think it laudable 
to encreaſe it: and there are ſo many E- 
mergencies happen in all States, that there 
can never be wanting favourable Oppor- 
tunities to do it; when the Ambition of 
ſome, the Reſentment of others, and 
the Appearance of Publick Good, ſpur 
„ eee 11911; them 
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them on; till at laſt by inſenſible and 
unobſerved Degrees, even to them- 
ſelves, they would engroſs and poſſes 
the whole: Power of the State. There 
has been but one Inſtance ſince the 
Inſtitution of this Monarchy , when 
the Commons have been truſted 
with ſuch a Power; and if a noble 
Hiſtorian is to be believed, that Houſe 
conſiſted of Men as incorrupt, of as 
much Wiſdom and publick Virtue, as 
ever ſat within thoſe Walls: yet the 
Luſt of Dominion ſoon got the better 
of all their Virtues, and they firſt garb- 
led their own Houſe, by cxpeling their 
refractory Members; then. depoſed the 


King, and at laſt the Houſe of Lords; 
and aſſumed a greater Tyranny. to 


themſelves, than they oppoſed 1n the 
Crown | RT (7 
The effectual Remedy our Conſtitu- 


tion has provided againſt this Evil, is a 


Diſſolution, which breaks all Cabals and 
Conſpiracies, and gives the People (who 
can never haye an Intereſt in publick 
Diſturbances) an Opportunity to chuſe 
others in their room, more calm, of leſs 
violent Diſpoſitions, and not engaged 
in ſuch Attempts; which Power always 
hanging over their Heads, muſt be a con- 
{tant Reſtraint upon their Actions. 1 a 

| ; ut 
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But the Circumſtances of Publick Af. 
fairs often not admitting of this Remedy 
without the extremeſt Neceſſity, the 
Lords are always at hand to skreen the 
Crown, whoſe Honours and Dignities 
flow from it, and are protected by it; 
and whilſt kept in a proper Dependance, 
muſt, ever ſupport that Power which 
ſupports themſelves : yet never can have 
an Intereſt to make it arbitrary, which 
would render themſelves uſeleſs to it, 
and level them again with the People. 


There is not a more certain Maxim 
in Politicks, than that a Monarchy muſt 
ſubſiſt by an Army or Nobility; the 
firſt makes it deſpotick, and the latter 
a free Government. I preſume none of 
thoſe noble Perſonages themſelves, who 
have the Honour to make up that Illuſ- 
trious Body, do believe they are ſo diſ- 
tinguiſhed and advanced above their 


Fellow-Subje&ts for their own ſakes : 


They know well they are intended the 
Guardians as well as Ornaments of the 
Monarchy, an eſſential Prerogative of 
which it muſt be to add to, and aug- 
ment their Number in ſuch proportion, 
as to render them a proper Ballance a- 
gainſt the Democratical part of our Con- 


B ſtitution, 
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(10) 
ſtitution, without being formidable to 
the Monarchy it ſelf, the Support of 
which is the Reaſon of their Inſtitu- 
tion. e 


Without this Power in the Crown 
they muſt be dangerous to it, and be a- 
ble to impoſe what Conditions of Go- 
vernment they pleaſe. It is the only 
Reſource the King and People have a- 
gainſt any Exorbitances and Combina- 
tions of their Body. Whilſt ſuch a Pre- 
rogative remains in the Crown, there 
can ſeldom or never be an occaſion to 
make uſe of it. Their Lord ſhips are 
too much concerned in the Preſer vation 
of their own Dignities, to provoke the 
Crown to a Remedy that is always at 
hand; and the Crown cannot debaſe 


the Nobility, and make it cheap, with- 


out leſſening its own Splendour and 
Power. And this ſeems to be the only 
Limitation the Nature of the thing will 
admit of, without diſſolving this Spe- 
cies of Government. LAT 


If this Prerogative is taken away, the 
Houſe of Lords will be a fixed indepen- 
dent Body, not to be called to an ac- 
count like a Miniſtry, nor to be diſſol- 
ved or changed like a Houſe of Com- 

mons: 


(2110) 


mons: The ſame Men will meet a gain 
with the ſame Reſolutions, and proba- 
bly heighten'd by Diſappointment, and 
nothing can ſtand before them. If their 
Le.dfhips ſhould take it into their 
Thoughts to diſlike. the Miniſtry, and 
commit them to Priſon, I would willingly 
know who {hall fetch them out. Or, if 
the Houſe of Commons {hould beſo un- 
wary-as'to give them Offence, and their 
Lord ſhips think fit to declare they could 
act no longer in concert with a agar 


of Men who had uſed them ill, it's ev 


dent the Crown mult- exert 1ts wine ene" 


to chuſe another more to their Lord. 


ſhips Fancy, and afterwards uſe its ut- 
moſt Efforts to keep them in a becoming 


Complaiſance to their Betters. If they 


ſhould--refolve to have all the great Em- 
ployments. of England in themſelves and 


Families; or ſhould take a Conceit to 


be like the Nobles of ſome other Coun- 
tries, to pay no Taxes themſelves, and 
yet receive the greateſt part of what is 
paid by others in Salaries and Penſions; 
T would ask the Advocates for ſuch a 
Law, what Reſource the Crown and 


People have? and I ſhrewdly ſuſpect they 


will propoſe no other than what the 
Commons of Denmark made uſe of up- 
on the very ſame Occaſion, . 
| "WY The 
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do 


The Lords have already all the Pro- 
perty of Great Britain under their Juriſ- 
diction; and I think no one will ſay 
that there is any Difference in Nature 
between the laſt Appeal without being 
accountable, and a Power of Legiſla- 
tion, but what conſiſts in the Modera- 
tion of the Judges: And if this exceed- 
ing great Power muſt irrevocably be veſ- 
ted in the very ſame Perſons, I ſee no- 
thing the Commons have left to deſire, 
but to entitle themſelves to their Fa- 
vour and Protection, by wearing their 
Badges as formerly. 


But as their Lord ſhips are too wiſe 
and virtuous to attempt any ſuch Actions 
of Knight-Errantry as are above men- 
tioned, ſo they will be under no neceſſity 
to do it; for there is an eaſier and gentler 
way of attaining the ſame Ends. There 
are ſo many Emergencies, Difficulties, 
and Factions ariſe in all States, the 
Crown will be often ſo neceſſitous, and 
the Commons divided, that a fixed and 
powerful Body, always determined to 
their own Advantage, by a dextrous 
Management of ſuch Events, muſt ſoon 
poſſeſs themſelves of alli they deſire; 
and 'twill be in vain to oppoſe with one 
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h 
View what will be often given them 
with another. 


I will not preſume to judge whether 
their Lordſhips Judicature was -always 
what it now is; but every Day's Expe- 
rience ſhews in leſſer Inſtances what a 
Body of Men, united in the ſame Inte- 
reſt, are capable of doing. We have 
oftener than once ſeen a number of 
Merchants incorporated prove a Match 
for the whole Kingdom, and I fear ſhall 
too often ſee it again. Hiſtory tells us 
how the Prieſthood by being an united 
and regular Body, always lying up- 
on the Catch, and acting with the ſame 
Views, from living upon the Charity 
and Benevolence of their Hearers, in a 
few Ages became the Lords and Maſters 


of Mankind, and in defiance of that Re- 
ligion they profeſs d to teach. | 


It is true, this Prerogative of the 
Crown is liable to be abufed, and has 


been fo in a late glaring Inſtance ; but if 


that is a ſufficient Reaſon to take it a- 
way, I doubt there will be few remain. 


The King neither has or can have any 
Prerogative but what the People are in- 


tereſted in: It is a Truſt for the Publick 
Good, which in the Nature of it is ca- 
A. pable 


2 — 


1 81450 

[| | pable of being betray d; but the pro- 

1 per Remedy is to puniſh the Authors 
and Adviſers of the Abuſe, and not de- 
ſtroy the whole Conſtitution for an E- 
normity of one Part of it. 91 


It is a proper Object of the Legiſla- 
tive Power, to conſider whether an 
Men ought to enjoy the higheſt Privi- 
leges and Honours ina Commonwealth, 
as a Reward for their endeavouring to 
deſtroy it; but with all the Clamour 
this Grievance has juſtly. produced, has 
there been any thing like this attempt- 
ed? No, on the contrary, the grand 
Criminal ſits. triumphant, glories in his 
| Wickedneſs, and carries off the Price of 
I, it; and his Rival in Guilt and Power, 
| even now preſumes. to expect an Act of 
| the Legiſlature. to indemnify. him, and 
| ſanctify his Villany : and I doubt not 
but both expect once more to give Laws 


|| + tothe Kingdom. 


It is urged that it is ſafer to truſt this 
Power with the Lords than an unlimited 
one with the Crown, to make what 
Creations it pleaſes, though to ſerve the 
vileſt Purpoſes. But the Nature of 
Power is very little underſtood by thoſe 
who own this Opinion, which can Never 

& 
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Peer ſhall give his Vote within a limited 


EN 

be truly dreadful, but when it is unac- 
countable and irretrievable. The Crown 
muſt often apply to the People for their 
Afiſtance, and the People as often have 
the Opportunity to repreſent their Grie- 
vances, and puniſh the Authors of them, 
which muſt neceſſarily keep the Miniftry 
within ſome Bounds ; but there can be 
no Limitation to the Houſe of Peers, if 
ſuch an Act paſſes, but what flows from 
their Lordſhips Juſtice, Moderation, and 
Satiety of Power. 


Even that daring Minifter durſt not 
ha ve ventured upon ſuch an Act of it, 
if he had not had a Houſe of Commons 
to ſupport him, and hoped to cover all 
his Crimes in a Revolution. I am per- 
ſuaded he never once dreamed under a 
juſt Government to find the Impunity 
and Indulgence he has ſince been favour'd 
with, and even from the very Perſons 
ho make thoſe Crimes the Pretence for 
ſuch an Attempt: but if nothing elſe 
was intended by it, unleſs to prevent the 
like Grievance, there is an eaſy and rea- 
dy way to do it, by providing that no 


time after his Creation, without the 


' Conſent of the Houſe. To obtain this, 


there would -be no need of Court-In- 
" trigues, 


* (16) 


trigues, Sollicitations, or keeping the 8e- 
cret till the latter End of the Seſſions, . 
WE - - when the Country Members are at their 

| = Seats, and the Lawyers in their Circuits, 


.'- Having, as I conceive, amply ſhewn 
| i that a Law of this kind would totally 
| overturn our Conſtitution, and change 
it into an Oligarchy ; I ſhould think it 
frivolous to deſcend to lower Conſidera- 
tions, did we not too often ſee Men affec- 
it ted with Arguments which regard them- 
99 ſelves and Families, whilſt they are in- 
i. ſenſible of what they ſuffer in common 
with the whole Nation: and therefore I 
ſhall offer ſome of the leſſer Objections 
tO It. +53 


It is a moſt violent and outrageous 
Breach of the Union, and diſpoſſeſſes one 
of the States of Scotland of the moſt va- 
luable Part of their Peerage, and of that 
Right which they expreſly ſtipulated to, 
be reſerved to them when they conſen- 
ted to part with the reſt: by which 
means they will be in a worſe Condition 
than the meaneſt Subjects in the King- 
dom; they will neither be capable of 
ſitting in the Houſe of Lords or Com- 

mons, or giving their Votes for either; 
and in conſequence will be the only MW s 
| Jects 


417) 


- jets in reit Britain, not repreſented, or 


capable of being repreſented in Parlia- 
ment: and this Diſability and ſevere 
Puniſhment is inflicted upon them with- 
out ws Zrume done, or pretended to be 
done by them, and even without any 
Pretence/ of publick Neceſſity, but on 
the contrary there is a viſible Danger in 
doing it; and I doubt not but in proper 
time it will be made a pregnant Argu- 
ment for keeping up ſtanding Troops to 
oblige their Submiſſion to it. 

It is giving a Power, without Re- 
28 or Clamour, to add ſuch a num- 
ber to the Upper Houſe, as muſt, with- 


out uncommon Virtue in their Lord ſhips, 


lay all things waſte, and at the mercy of 
the Miniſtry, without the poſſibility of 
their being called to an account; for if 
the making but twelve Peers at once, to 
ſerve a Court Purpoſe, was ſuch a Blow 
upon our Liberties, what are we not to 
fear from the creating one and thirty; 
and to do it by the Countenance, if not 
Direction of an Act of Parliament, 


which takes off all that Odium, and 


Load of Scandal, which the former A- 


buſe juſtly occaſioned ? 


If it may be lawful to ſuppoſe ſo un- 
6) Iii e l. likely 
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(180 | 
likely a thing, as that the. Miniſtry are 
cos of acting againſt the Publick. 
Good; or if, for our Sins, the Nation 
was puniſhed. with the loſs of the pre- 
ſeat Set, and Tories could work them- 
ſelves into their Places, ard form a 
Scheme for their own Security which 
may entail a Civil War upon the Nation; 
what may not be apprehended from ſuch 
a Power truſted with them? 12 


It takes away from the King the 
brighteſt Jewel of his Crown, which is 
the Diſtribution of Honours, and in 
effect of Offices too, which muſt then 
be at the mercy of that Houſe. It de- 
rives the Commons of Exgland of the 
Means of attaining thoſe Honours which' 
ought to be the Rewards of virtuous 
Actions, and the Motives of doing them.' 
I preſume no one will ſuggeſt that all 
Merit is exhauſted by their preſent Lord- 
ſhips; and -therefore what imaginary 
Reaſon can be given, why _ num- 
ber of Men, who enjoy themſelves the 
higheſt Dignities and Privileges in a 
Commonwealth, ſhould ſhut the Door 
upon all others who may have equal 

Birth, Deſert, and Fortunes? | 


As it makes the K ing and Miniſtr 


entirely at the mercy of the Lords, 0 


it 


b 


it 


. 
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it makes the Commons more dependent 
on the Crown; for when the Advanta- 
ges of the Nobility are ſo great, and 
the means of attaining them ſo difficult, 
what Applications and Sollicitations muſt 
be made to the Miniſtry upon the leaſt 
Appearance of a Vacancy ! which muſt 
keep the moſt (conſiderable Members of 

the Lower Houſe ia a perpetual Depen- 
dance, and give the Miniſtry. much more 
Trouble than they affect to avoid. 


But amidſt all the numerous Objec- 
tions to this worthy, Scheme; I am free 
to own there is one thing in it which 
deſerves Commendation ; for it has pro- 
duced a never-before-known Unanimity 
amongſt our Great Men: It has yoked 
the Lion with the Lamb,.the Whigs with 
the Tories, Men in Power with thoſe 
they have turned out of it : Miniſters 


of State are become Patriots, complain 


of their own Power, and join with their 
profeſs'd Enemies in leſſening that Pre- 
rogative they have ſo often occaſion 
for, | 7 


I confeſs, ſuch Phenomena's and un- 
common Appearances, like Comets or 
Eclipſes, are apt to fright ignorant Peo- 
ple, and make them expect * 
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